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Subject: Era of Uood feeling ‘Soviet Model 1955) Hits ¥he Hague

From the date of my arrival here in 1953 until:eecently the Soviet #4mbassador,
Mr. S.P. KIRSANOV, has maintained with his #western colleanues a genial,
thoush distant, attltnde and at formal gatherings of the diplomatic corps has chatted
in halting French or more halting English on such non=controversial subjects as
the weather, vacations,the theater, or sports. #s far as T am concerned, our
meetings have been limited toformal receptions at his, our or other Embassies
and an occasional dinner 2t a Dutch official's home.

Tn recent weeks, however, as has been reported, some of his service attaches
(there were none until bhis year) have been making #dvances, under the Soviet
Newr Course of Gond Manners and Friendship, to our service attaches and
occasionally have come forth with bits of information about the Soviet scene of
slirht intelligence valne to us without on their part, as yet, seeking to probe
for their own intelligence purposes. ( I am told, however, thot they have made
such probing efforts with Dutch military and naval officers.) Just before the
Geneva CUonference Mr, Kirsanov approached me at the French &mbassy and
remarking that he had hnd his tennis court repaired invited me to play. We fixed
a date of August 2 and the metch began at 5 v.me Yhe coirb is loeated in the
gardens between the three large houses occunled as = sort of Yovist Embassy
compound #nd it turned out to be a good one. ‘he quality of my opponent's game,
however, was not: it leaves much to be desired by any standard. He started the
match by offering me a whisky, probably withthe thought of narrowing the gap
between us, but I declined. We proceeded torally for twenty minutes after which
he sugrested a pest in the shade of his secluded apple trees., Dyring this inter-
mission we #&hatted about trees, gardens, and sport ( the Fussians play much
volleyball but little tennis, he sa aid); of the fine atmosphere at the Geneva
Conference where one had lesrned to discuss mutual points of view calmly and
without provocatirn; the relztive interest of the present exchange of farmers visit
in Iowa =nd in fussia and the hospitality shown and benefits expected to be derived
therefrom. ~“his last led to -the only point of substance; MNr, Kirssnov said thet
unfortunately Soviet agriculture was not in good shape and expanded producticn
was necessary if the prowing urban industrial populetion is to be adequately
neurished and if the needed iussian traditinsnal exports of whest are to be made
to maintain traditional msrkets. He gave, however, no indicatinn as to methnds
hy which this w>1ld be brought about.

We then resumed play and after I h:d taken three sets at 6-0, 6-1, 6~0, we
decided mitually and tacitly that it hardly seemed worthwiile to continue counting
the sets. DYuring this time, the wrking day being over, members of his staff and
families and children, strolled around in the gardens, or played open air chess,
shewing unconcealed interest in our g ame withontk however, approaching the court to
constitute a formsl audience. *fter I had observed - and had been observed
observing - what seemed to be two stealthy MVD officers in the best movie tradition
peering from un upstairs wirdow they hastily ducked and were seen no more. Durvng
our game my chauffeur was invited into t he garden for the first time since hé has
been in the Embassy's employ and supplied with a drink of vedka and a package of
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Following the game we zgain sat under the apnle tree, this time indulging
in a counle of bottles of lemonade - another American victory in rejecting the
whisky without offence. He was friendly throughout and was obviously making
his bewt effort to promulgate the new boating=- berryinp=bantering atmosphere and
concluded by urging: another match and offering the court for me and any of my
collaborators at anytime we wished. He is leaving for awecation in the Caucasus,

he says, #ugust 15, 1955.

T understand that on his initiative he played a similar match with our
French colleague and has wlso invited Secretary Yenerzl van Tuyll of the Foreisn
Office for a tennis turn. ‘he word must have come down to play the Westerners at
their own games and relax and enjoy it. But it can't be fun for Kirsanov
unless his tennis teacher produces better results.

He Freeman Matthews,
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